Poor People’s United Fund
645 Boylston Street
Boston, MA 02116
(617) 262-5922
e-mail: fran@ppuf.org

Boston’s Spare Change Community

We are accountable to and for each other.
That’s the theology of survival in a nutshell. (Kip Tiernan)
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Values matter. All values matter. So it’s difficult to try to find the right words- to find a topic- to pick a theme- to pick an emotional tone for these
times. Many of us are feeling battered, exhausted, triggered, furious, terrified by the irresponsible and immoral leadership we have been living
under for the last two years. (We could say 50 yrs. But you know what I mean)
Over the last 3 or 4 decades, we were working hard to draw attention to policies that hurt
poor and homeless people. Once we identified them we did all we could to change those
policies. We continue to do that, of course, but now there is an urgency to also pay attention to issues that threaten the health of our democracy.
Many people in our country seem to be captivated by the dark siren call of racism, homophobia, anti-semitism and misogyny. We have always known that these hatreds festered.
But some of us have been surprised at the size of the U.S. population that adheres to these
beliefs and are willing to use lies and deceit to fan the flames.
Though we continue to suffer under cruel leadership, thankfully we do have some things to celebrate. The sculpture to honor Kip’s vital work
was dedicated on October 6th. It stands on well- traveled Dartmouth Street in Copley Sq. between Boylston and Newbury Streets.
On October 6th, a section of Dartmouth Street was closed to traffic to make room for the celebration. Aardvark, one of Kip’s favorite jazz bands played, a blessing was said, Rosie Place Director,
Sue Marsh, choreographed the celebration, Mayor Walsh spoke, Rosie’s Place Board member Isabelle spoke, Kip’s wife Donna spoke, and I spoke. Each of us reminded those present of Kip’s fierce
advocacy for poor and homeless people. But there was really no need of reminders. People there
knew and loved Kip and miss her strong articulate resolute voice for fairness and respect.
Try to get into Boston and visit the memorial this holiday season. Read Kip’s words engraved
on the arch columns. You will hear her voice again. The invitation – the challenge to stay in the
struggle for human dignity. I bet you will feel a sense of inspiration and renewal. Another wonderful part of the memorial is that we will be able
to pass the inspiration on for many generations to come.
While preparing this newsletter we learned that Sue Marsh, Rosie’s Place Director for 20 years, will be
leaving Rosie’s in February. Sue has provided incredible leadership and vision. The needs of the women of
Rosie’s were always paramount in Sue’s thinking about what should be next at Rosie’s.

Kip felt strongly about Sue’s positive impact on the lives of Rosie’s Place guests. Also, Sue was stalwart in
making sure Kip’s memorial was completed and her legacy remembered. Thank you, Sue!
The election results provided us with something else to celebrate. At this moment in time, over 100 women

have now been elected to the House of Representatives. We are relieved that the new Congress will provide
a critical check on efforts to dismantle the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid, and other basic assistance programs. We are also heartened to see that the incoming class of lawmakers more closely reflects the diversity
of our country, including diversity of gender, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, age, and religion. Still
we must remain vigilant nationally and locally. We cannot stop speaking up about attacks on immigrants,
women, Muslims, Jews, Gays, Transgender people.
As the article Lift the Cap states, PPUF continues to do what we
are able to in order to address the basic needs of a portion of the
people who fall out of systems that just don’t work well enough
and come to us.

Marty Walsh, Mayor of Boston

Some Thanksgiving/ Chanukah/ Christmas thoughts… we are
grateful to Old South Church for sheltering PPUF for 38 years.
We are grateful to you for supporting PPUF for 38 years! We
are in awe of the graciousness we experience from the people to
whom we offer a modicum of assistance.
To all of you who responded so generously to our letters--- Thank
you so much your generous contributions. . So yes. We do have
plenty to be thankful for.
Needs grow this time of the year so if you can help us ...we will put
donations to good use.

To close we share one of Kippy’s favorite prayers: “And so, dearest
Sue Marsh, Rosie’s Place Director
healers of the universe, I tenderly place this broken, suffering, pitiful world in your capable, loving hands, as I recall the ancient Hebrew prayer that goes like this: “Hold our
hand in yours, oh Lord that those who hold our loving hands may find you there. “
In Struggle and Hope,

Georgia, Margaret, Lynnette, & Fran
Photos: All photos were taken by qunitessential photographer Ellen Shub.
Top left are the Glickels: Jake, Annette, Georgia and Steve; Top right is Kip’s wife, Donna Pomponio
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The Cruelest Act: Governor Baker destroys
“Lift the Cap on Kids”
with a Poison Pill Amendment
by
Georgia Mattison

The Massachusetts Legislature sent a bill lifting the family cap on children born to a TAFDC (Transitional Assistance to Families with Dependent Children) household during their time on the program. A baby conceived while
the family receives TAFDC currently cannot receive any benefits.
This results in documented malnutrition for the whole family
according to the Children’s Health Watch. The House and Senate
members passed the bill by large margins. The “Lift Coalition” *
has 122 member organizations working to lift the cap on kids.
The Governor sent the bill back with a poison pill amendment
offering a Sophie’s choice to the legislature. The State House
could override the veto getting the cap lifted for 8700 babies by
also denying TAFDC benefits to7000 children in households that
had a disabled parent receiving Supplemental Social Security
SSI. This poisoned pill veto arrived on July 27, 2018 with just three days left before the legislative session ended.
The next session begins in January 2019.
The next day members of the Coalition arrived early at the State House. Co-chairs of the Coalition, Deborah Harris, Massachusetts Law Reform Institute, and Naomi Myers, Greater Boston Legal Services, had spent a late night
writing and producing a fact sheet concerning the poison pill amendment. Coalition members INCLUDED some
who came back from vacation or sent staffers to talk
to the 87 co-sponsors in the House to explain the
poison pill and the need to separate out the SSI part
in order to vote it down and then re-pass the Lift bill
by July 31.
Many legislators told us it was a miracle this happened given all the other overrides that needed to
be considered. With key leadership from Jeffrey
Sanchez, House Chair of Ways and Means, the bill
was sent back to the Governor who promptly vetoed
it again. Awash in a $1 Billion surplus, there apparently was no room for $13 million to feed newborns.
The Coalition vows to be back in January, 2019.
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PPUF Help Center
by Margaret Rhodes

We continue to receive calls from many people who face crises due to poverty. Some owe rent money, others need help with electric or
heating bills. Most often, those who call have fallen behind on bills because of illness, their own or that of a child or parent. They have
had to take time off from work or have lost their jobs. Sometimes they can qualify for food stamps, but it takes time for the paper work
to go through. One caller had only 89 cents, with no money for food or transportation to look for a job. Others on disability have barely
enough money to get through a month, once they have paid for rent and utilities. Any additional expense puts them at risk of falling behind or having nothing to eat.
We also get many calls from people who have to move but cannot find housing or find housing but do not have the money for the security deposit or to rent a truck for the move. There
is almost no safety net left, and non-profits in the Greater Boston area are stretched to the
limit in the help they can give.
PPUF’s primary purpose is to work with other organizations to create more just conditions
for poor people. In the meantime, we help when we can, making referrals to other agencies
and providing food cards in emergencies. Those who call are deeply grateful for any help we can give them. Even a few dollars makes a
big difference to them.
Billionaries in Charge of Who Gets... and Who Doesn’t

WOW! Some Good News
The Clothing Allowance was increased from $300 per child to $350. Sadly, the Governor’s double veto against lifting the family cap means
children born to a TAFDC family receiving benefits not only don’t receive an extra benefit but also don’t receive the clothing allowance.
The legislature also passed a disregard of all income earned for the first six months after leaving welfare to keep families from having to pay
for covered benefits like childcare with money not received yet.
The recent election brought additional Democratic seats Congress changing the balance of power. More women and people of color have
been elected. They will lend their life experiences to framing important debates on environment, affordable healthcare, Medicaid and food
stamps.
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Once Again, the MA Legislature
Fails to Protect Immigrant Rights
by Vicky Steinitz

The Trump administration’s attack on immigrants continues apace and indeed is accelerating. The latest news includes Trump’s threats to
deny asylum to migrants from Central America, 200 million added to ICE’s budget for the detention of children and families as well as a
fivefold increase in the numbers of unaccompanied and separated children in detention. 12,800 migrant children are currently in governmentcontracted jails.
One might think that at least here in Massachusetts, protection of immigrant rights would
be a better story. Sadly that is not the case. First introduced eight years ago, the Safe
Communities bill would insure basic due process rights for people detained and prohibit
police participation in immigration enforcement activities. This year, it was passed by
the Senate but never came out of House committee. Efforts to pass critical pieces of the
legislation as part of the budget were also unsuccessful. House Speaker DeLeo’s refusal to
advocate for the budget amendments and Governor Baker’s promise to veto them led, yet
again, to the Commonwealth’s failure to enact a single piece of pro-immigrant legislation
this session.
Sen. Eldridge, the lead sponsor for the Safe Communities bill, responded in sadness and
anger –

“It is inexcusable and shameful that the Safe Communities Act provisions were excluded by
the conference committee report.” These basic due process rights, ensuring that Massachusetts was not collaborating with the Trump administration’s mass deportation agenda,
would have provided protections for tens of thousands of families across Massachusetts.
The House of Representatives sent a letter to President Trump denouncing family separation at the border, but when it comes to taking meaningful action to protect Massachusetts
families who are also being broken apart, they sold out immigrant families.

While the legislative failures are infuriating, we cannot give up. One step in the right direction came with the primary defeat of Jeffrey Sanchez, DeLeo’s lieutenant and Chair of the House Ways and Means Committee. Activists in Sanchez’s district helped oust him for his failure to advocate for Safe Communities despite being one of
the bill’s sponsors. They supported an inspiring challenger, Nika Elugardo who, in an unexpected
upset, won on an Abolish ICE platform.
We must continue to confront and defeat legislators who won’t stand with our vulnerable immigrant neighbors and we must step up our support for the Coalition for Safe Communities which is
renewing its efforts to pass the legislation in this legislative session.. At the same time there are
myriad ways in which each of us as individuals can contribute to the struggle, for instance by accompanying immigrants to ICE and court hearings, visiting detention centers, and contributing to
bail bond campaigns.
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Aardvark Orchestra
Christmas Benefit Concert
Saturday, December 8th 2018 7:30 PM
Emmanuel Church Boston
15 Newbury Street, Boston MA

Proceeds to help PPUF
tickets at the door

