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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

We are delighted that the snow isgone and with that came even more good news! Therenovationsat Old
South are nearly compl ete so we were able to move back into our office!

Last December, aspart of their 40th anniversary celebration, Rosie sPlace
unveiledamura ontheir buildingin the South End. Theyouth of the Boston
Mural project choseto depict Kip and three other inspiring women: Judy
Norsigian of Our Bodies Ourselves, FredaGarcia, and MelneaCass. (see
photo)

Other news---isnot so good! BrookingsInstitute reported that Bostonisthe
third most inequitable city in the nation wherethetop 5 percent of households
earn asmuch as 15 timeswhat the bottom 20 percent makein ayear. It'sno
wonder fast food workersare demanding a$15 minimum wage.

And at current wages, fast food workers, evenif they work full time, still need
over onehilliondollarsinfood stampstofeed their families. Yet thereare
legidators who are bent on making it moredifficult for themand othersto
recelvefood stamps. Pleaseread Georgia sarticlefor thedetailsof thisrelent-
lessassault on poor people. The Children’sHealth Watch is so disturbed by
themedical danger thelack of accessto food stampsishaving on children that they sent astrongly worded
|etter to the US Department of Agriculture and Governor Baker. (acopy of theletter isincluded here)

Today, therate of household food insecurity is 71% higher than it was adecade ago, with no sign of im-
provement. The good newsisthat we have advocates|ike thewomen at MassLaw Reform, and PPUF's
Georgiawho know theissuesinside out and monitor what happening 24/7.

Please stay abreast of thisissuewith usas

Over thelast few monthswe havelost several voicesand championsof justice. .. long time ppuf supporter,
peaceactivist Mary Holden, Roxbury feisty and loving youth advocate, Samantha Sadd, right wing watch
dog, founder of Poalitical Research Associatesand PPUF Ethical Policy Institute member, Jean Hardisty and
nationally recognized housing advocate and scholar, Michael Stone. Wewill misstheir unflappablevoices
for justice. (see more on page 2)

In Sruggle and Hope.
Georgia, Margaret and Fran




Mary Holden OBrien- activist- feminist- mother- grandmother- wife.

Her father died on Black Thursday when shewas 6 years old and Mary and her mother endured the Great
Depressionin severe poverty. Shemet her future husband, Bill, asateen, waited for himwhilehewasa
POW in Germany during thewar. Mary wasactivein many socid justice campaignsincluding the move-
mentsfor civil rightsand to end thewar in Vietnam. Shetraveled to Parisasadel egateto the People’'s
Peace Treaty conference. Inthe 70s, Mary became activeintheeffort to bring socia justicereformto
Central Americaand traveled to Cubaand to Nicaragua. Shewas aso engaged by the Nuclear Freeze
movement. For many yearsMary worked in the chaplain’soffice at Welled ey Collegewhere she helped
inspire studentsfor volunteer projects. Mary & Bill wereearly supportersof Rosie€'s Place and Poor
People' sUnited Fund. Upon Mary’sdeath the family requested donations be sent to PPUF. We are hon-
oredtohavecalled Mary friend and ally.

Sam Sadd - Hawthorne Youth & Community Center

Sam and Kip wereliketwo kindred spirits. They shared alove of mystery books and would often exchange
numerous bags of them at meetings. Sam becameacommunity leader highly respected for an unwavering
advocacy for youth and families. Starting asaVI1STA volunteer over 40 yearsago Sam saw HY CC through
many challenges, seeingitsprogramsgrow by forging collaborationswith other resources such asthe City of
Boston, the I sabellaGardner Museum, Boston College Pulsetutoring program, and many more. Sam and
PPUF collaborated on aFood for Free project in order to get fresh healthy food the Sam’sRoxbury
neighborhood. At any meeting she participated in Sam acted asamoral compass hel ping to make decisions
farandinclusve.

Jean Hardisty
Poor People’ s United Fund worked with Jean on many issues. Jean was an active member of PPUF's

Ethical Policy Institute. A colleaguesaid of her...her gentle presence and humor were countered most
remarkably by ferocity for confronting social injustices. We couldn't have
saidit better! GloriaSteinem, co- founder of Ms. Magazine said of Jean
Hardisty’sprescient work ontheright wing that “ Sheisaprophet.” In
Chicago, Jean wasinducted into Chicago's Gay and L eshian Hall of Fame
in 1995, and hasan extensivelist of accomplishments starting during her
Chicago dayswhen she co-founded the city'sfirst shelter for battered
women and co-founded and was board president for the Crossroads
Fund. Herein M assachusetts, Jean founded Political Research Associates,
asocia justicethink tank. PRA holdsaunique position in studying the entire spectrum of the U.S. Right—
secular, religious, economic, and xenophobi c—including itsinfluence both domestically and overseasand
PRA'sexpertise helpsjournalists, advocates, educators, scholars, and the public to understand and chal -
lengetheright-wing.

Michael Sone

Michael Stone, long-time advocatefor affordable housing and socia justicein the Boston areaand nation-
ally, died March 22, 2015, at the age of 72. Though hereceived hisPhD from Princetonin Astrophysics, he
soon shifted hisfocusto socia and economic justice. Hewas one of the
| founding membersof the College of Public and Community Service, U.
Mass./Boston and activein shaping itsdirection over theforty yearshe
taught there. Michael had adeep passionfor global justice, apparentinhis
teaching, in hisacademic work (numerousbooks, articlesand studieson
housing for the urban poor) and in hiswork for the community. Hiskeen
intellect and infectiousenergy wereevident ineverything hedid. Hewill be
greatly missed 2




CHILDREMN'S

HealthWatch

Letter to United States Department of Agriculture and M assachusetts Governor Baker
Dear Secretary Vilsack and Governor Baker,

On behalf of Children’s HealthWatch, we are writing to request your help in protecting the
Commonwealth’smost vulnerabl e citizens: itschildren. The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) isavital nutritional resource for our patients at Boston Medical Center and their
families. We are deeply concerned, however, with the changes the Department of Transitional Assis-
tance (DTA) hastily implemented in 2014 that have resulted in erroneous case closures and erroneous
application denials of critical federal nutrition benefits.

As pediatricians, we know the negative health and devel opment impacts created by food insecurity
underminethe future of our very young patients. We also know that thisconditionisremediable
through participation in effective programs such as SNAP. In many ways, SNAP servesasavaccine
for these children by ensuring that they are protected from the harmful effects of food insecurity.1

We are dlarmed to learn from USDA data that the SNAP casel oad has declined by more than 7.7
percent from December of 2013 when the M assachusetts unemployment rate has declined by only 1
percent and thereis no evidence that low income househol ds are bounding back asrapidly. Massachu-
settsisturning away over $10 millionin SNAP benefits every month and failing to provide thousands
of familieswith SNAPwho rely on thisvital source of food to keep their children healthy.

In the past few months, we have seen this play out on the bodies of our patients. For example, amother
of atoddler diagnosed with Failure to Thrive had her SNAP case closed in October 2014 because of a
wage match from 2012 stating that she received wages from acompany that she never worked within
2012. Despitethe fact that the mother reported to DTA her current income, and provided DTA with the
required proof of current incomefor her SNAP case, she was cut-off SNAP benefitsfor failureto
provide verification for ajob she never held 2 years earlier. The mother had no idea what was ex-
pected of her or why this erroneous employment document had any bearing on her current eligibility.
Thefamily went without SNAPfor 2 months. During that time, the toddler lost weight, putting him at
increased risk of negative health effects and developmental delay. The Outreach Worker in the Boston
Medical Center Grow Clinic worked with thisfamily for two days, calling the local DTA office only
to find clogged phone lines and case workers unwilling to work with the family to reopen the case.
Finally, her case was reinstated only after the mother reapplied for SNAP benefits, but only after
months of her child missing out on critical growth of their brain and body.

We recently learned of another family who was cut off of SNAPin October 2014 when DTA imple-
mented their Business Process Redesign. Thismother was due for arecertification and sent in the
necessary paperwork and all required documents. She never heard back about the status of her case so
she called her caseworker over and over leaving messages that were never returned. Finally, she
received an automated message informing her that the number to the caseworker’sdesk was no longer
in service. She was not made aware of the updates to the phone system and SNAP casel oad made
during the Business Process Redesign, so shetook aday off of work to visit thelocal DTA office.
After waiting for hours and feeling mistreated by the staff in the reception area, shefinally left. Her
recertification was never processed and she has been without benefits since October 2014. Recently,

continued page 4 3




Vicky Negusat Massachusetts Law Reform Institute intervened to resolve the case and learned that the
mother had awage match claiming she was receiving stipends from the company where she currently
works, even though sheinformed the DTA of changein earningsand reported her current income. Even
with fulltime wages, thisfamily is till eligible for SNAR, but has not received benefits for months
because the case was not updated with the correct information.

We are concerned that families that do not have an outside advocate never get through the DTA system and go
weeks or months without benefits, or get discouraged and give up. We are seeing an uptick in requestsfor
emergency food from our food pantries, confirming our worst fears. The familieslosing SNAP benefits are
financially eligible but DTA has created a system that istoo difficult for familiesto navigate and excessive
verification demandsfor information that hasno bearing on current eligibility.

The decision to rush into amajor modernization redesign in 2014 coupled with what appearsto be extreme
demands for verifications of out-of-date information, and automated case closures due to unfiltered data
matching is extremely troubling. Requiring familiesto provide documentation for jobsworked in the past are
not only excessive and unnecessary, but impact child health by increasing caregiver stress and, after a cut-off,
depriving children and parents of the essential nutrients.

We urge the Baker Administration to investigate the thousands of SNAP case closures in Massachusetts, end
automatic closures of cases due to data matching, and look to other means tested programs for guidance on
successfully enrolling and retaining eligible participants. We bring thisinformation to your attention because we
are frustrated with the current system and the lasting impact it will have on the health of our very young
patients.

1 Ettinger de Cuba S Weiss |, Pasguariello J, Schiffmiller A, Frank D, Coleman S...Cook J. SNAP Vaccine. Children’s
HealthWatch, 2012. Retrieved from http://mww.childrenshealthwatch.org/wpcontent/uploads/snapvaccine_report_feb12.pdf

Wendy Liebman
Share A Laugh Comedy Event

Thursday, June 11th 7:30 PM
Somerville Theatre Davis Sq

Buy Share A Laugh tickets
Have a great time while

raising money for PPUF!

(75% percent of each ticket will go to PPUF!)
Singletickets $30 or or share alaugh with a buddy
for $50

To Buy tickets go to communityworks.givezooks.com/
events/share-a-laugh-2015
then choose ppuf from dropdown list at checkout.
OR send a check to: Community Works, 25 West Street,
Boston MA 02111




“Homesfor Families’ istherecipient of thisyear’sKip Tiernan endow-
ment award. Theorganization workswith homelessfamiliesnot only tofind
them housing but also to train them to participatein policy making onissues
that affect themsalvesand other homelessfamilies. At aStatehouserally on
February 26th to kick off their lobbying campaign to increasefunding for
morerental vouchers, their graduates spoke el oquently of their livesand
how important having areal homewasfor them. Therewere cookieshaked
inthe shape of ahousefor each Representative and Senator. All received
cookiesand testimoniasfrom their homelessor formerly homel esscondtitu-

“UptoPoverty” Beth Healy whoiswriting abiography of Kip commented
that the news about Walmart raising the hourly ratefor their 500,000 low
wageworkersto $9/ hour reminded her of the*UPTO POVERTY”
campaign Kipledin 1988 caling for anincreasein Welfare benefits.

Infact $9 an hour would still |eave theseworkersbelow the
federal poverty line. For afamily of threeto reach the poverty
line of $21,000 ayear theincreasewould needto be $12 an
hour. Most of Walmart's low-wageworkersreceive SNAP/
Food Stamps. A conservative estimateisthat the SNAP
programiscurrently paying out $50 million amonth to support
these 500,000 low-wageworkers. Taxpayersshould not be
contributing to obscene profitsof $16 billionfor Walmart or
any other company.

Anti-Hunger Conference

TheNationa Anti-Hunger Policy conferencewasheldin

Washington, DC March 1-3. Thirty-three Massachusetts conferees|obbied their representativesin Con-
gressurging them not to support proposed congressiona cutsinthe SNAP and Child Nutrition programs.
We a so emphasi zed the huge SNA P casel oad drop because of the catastrophic changesin the program as
described intheaccompanying article. Our delegation did contact Governor Baker to add pressureto
suspend thewage match temporarily. Thewage match was caus ng the greatest number of erroneous case
closures,

Tax Day Rally- PPUF recently participated inthe Rally at Old South Church by PPUF friend and ally,
Paul Shannon of the American Friends Service Committee. Therally featured speakerswho outlined why
various aspects of the proposed federal budget isgood for the 1% and bad for therest of us!

See http://www.budgetdal lmass.org/ for moreinfo.

No More Cuts!”
= Tax the 1%!
™)

e b pf el IR




Poor People’ s United Fund Non-Profit Organiza-
= 645Boylston Street tion
00Q0 wg* Boston MA 02116 U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Boston, Mass.
PERMIT NO. 57477

WAYSYOU CANHELP PPUF

SPARE CHANGE donations.... takeyour spare changeto any TD bank penny counter and depositit to
our account. ( # 8250954845) So far we have collected $900 dollarsin coins!

Put your pento paper! Do you enjoy the newdetter, but feel itismissing something?1f so, wewelcome
submissions. Additiondly, if you would liketo submit aletter to the editor on apoverty-related issue, we' d
be happy to provideyou with support.

Payroll deduction Therearemany local businessesthat include Community Worksasapayroll decution
option. You can designate agift to PPUF through Community Works!
For alist of participating workplaces go to communityworks.com.
Donate! We are grateful for donations of any size.

Attend ShareA Laugh and choose PPUF asrecipient of your ticket purchase..

Purchase acopy of Urban Meditations as agift for aspecial occasion.

And of course, follow us @poorpeoplsunitd and “like us’ on Facebook




Basic Income as a Poverty Prevention Strategy:
Building A New M ovement
by Ann Withorn

Fighting poverty inthe present, and for thefuture, isanimportant god for al of us. Historically, the Welfare
Rightsmovement in the US and its successor organizationsin Massachusettsand nationally recognized that
the best way to end poverty would beto bring meaningful
incometo peopledirectly, and without all theregulationsand
conditionsimposed by thewelfare state. Thismeant creating
amovement and policiesto replaceall the categoriesruling
“welfare.” Andit aso assumed that those most affected by
poverty would play leadership rolesinthat movement.

For Martin Luther King and foundersthe Welfare Rights
Movement thefullest way to fight poverty wasaGuaranteed
Incomefor al citizens. Martin Luther Kingwrotein 1967:

“1 am now convinced that the simplest solution to
poverty is to abolish it directly by a now widely
discussed measure: the guaranteed income.... The contemporary tendency in our society is to
base our distribution on scarcity, which has vanished, and to compress our abundance into
the overfed mouths of the middle and upper classes until they gag with superfluity. If de-
mocracy is to have breadth of meaning, it is necessary to adjust this inequity.

Diane Dujon (1) and Ann Withorn

Today, thereisamovement of peoplearound theworld and the USto, again, bring the demand for a
Universa BasicIncome back to thefront of activismand policy.
In February,2015, North American Basic Income Guarantee (NABIG) held acongressin New York City.
Thethemewas*” BuildingaMovement for Basic Income”. Aspart of thisDiane Dujon and | workedto
bring national Welfare Rightsveteransto thetable, not just asindividual speakersbutin an effort to make
surethat peoplewith lived experiencewith poverty and anti-poverty organizing would join and help lead the
emerging movement. (Local anti-poverty peoplein Massachusetts hel ped with funding to get peoplethere).
Theresultswere powerful. When speakerslike Willie Baptist, Marian Kramer, Diane Dujon and other
long timewelfarerightsactivists spokeabout the links between Welfare Rightsand Basic Income, the
audience of mostly white professiona advocates and academicstook notice. Conversationswerelively and
practical. The point waslessto put forward modelsfor how auniversal income grant could befunded and
implemented, and moreto engagein strategic thinking about how to build abroad based movement that
demanded out Basic Incomefor All.
Theresult after threedaysof lively talk and sharing storiesfromthe US, Canadaand parts of Europe, wasa
cal tobuild amovement and to bring the voices of loca anti-poverty activistsinto full engagement with the
movement.
A report of the conference can befound onthe NABI G website, ushig.net, which also provides an update
of latest organizing effort around Basic Income, relevant bibliography.
Currently local and state groupsareforming around the country to help bring Basic Incomeinto arange of
progressive conversationsand strategies.
For our part, thefirst meeting to discusswhat if would mean to have aMassachusetts Basic Incomewill be
held at 6pm, Tuesday May 5at DSNI in Dorchester. Pleasejoin us.
Contact AnnWithorn (withorn.ann@gmail.com) or Diane Dujon (diane.dujon@umb.edu) for moreinforma:
tion, or to expressyour interest evenif you cannot attend the May meeting or you receivethisnoticeintime.
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Catastrophic Changes Deny SNAP to Thousands

ey

»
"

By GeorgiaMattison

The Department of Transitional Assistance DTA has created three changes since
December 2013 that have denied eligible householdstheir legal right to critically
needed food stamps/SNAP. They are the Photo Card regquirement, the unfil-
tered wage match, and the “ so-called” modernization of accessto benefits.
Together, they have resulted in amassive unjust reduction in familiesreceiving
benefits. 2014 saw theloss of almost 60,000 households, nearly 12% of the
casel oad.

Thefirst change wasthe photo card requirement criticized by the national Urban
I nstitute because the photo requirement directly superseded thelegal require-
ment for all members of ahousehold to be able to use their Electronic Benefits Transfer SNAPEBT card. Since
the photo is only of the head of the household, other members of the household may not be allowed by storesto
usethe card. Diane Sullivan from Homesfor Familiesreported that her son refuses to shop because the grocery
clerks say hisphoto must be onthe card. Caseload numbers began to fall after the continuing chaos of this
change.

The second change was to take the wage match determination away from a case worker to process and give it
to the computer. DTA SNAP has always run the Department of Revenue to see whether thereis evidence of
unreported income. Starting in September 2014 case workers no longer examine the matchesto see, whether
the matches are irrelevant to the case or if thereis aready documentation in the file about new income or the
income match is exempt, or whether there isamatch that warrants aletter for documentation to the client.
Thousands of wage matches have been erroneous or legally exempt income. If the computer sees any wage at
al, it automatically sends aletter to the household for an explanation. Documentation must be received inten
days or the household will lose benefits. Many matchesto work places where the recipient has never worked
force the client to ask acompany to write aletter documenting that she never worked there. Other typical
erroneous wage matches were focused on income from under 18 household members. Again the head of
household must document that thisincomeis never included when determining SNAPé€ligibility. Thesetermina
tionsthen require are-application, with the household losing benefitsin the meantime. After thischangethe
casel oad decline accel erated.

Thethird change was the * so-called” modernization of accessto the caseworker. 1n October 2014, this system
set up astate-wide phone queue. All SNAPrecipients must call thetoll free number for all their SNAP needs.
Problems exploded immediately. There were between 6-700 caseworkersfor 20,000-25,000 inquires; each
client must typein 16 charactersto proveidentity; caseworkersasked for duplicate verifications even though
the verifications had already been sent; minimum wait to reach acaseworker isnow fifty minutes; peoplegoing
tolocal offices swelled to more than before the modernization dueto lack of phone access. The state-wide
phone queue was supposed to dramatically reduce walk-ins. Thischange also exacerbated the wage match
disaster as people who needed help with this could not access a caseworker anywhere. After thisthird change
the casel oad began to go into freefall , with thousands fewer participants per month.

The Food Stamp Improvement Coalition has worked with many groups grievously affected by these changesto
pressure DTA SNAPto stop the error filled wage matches. They agreed to partially stop the wage match on
March 23, but only until June 1%!!!

( for more see reprinted letter to US Dept of Agriculture and Governor pages 3 & 4) 6




